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Vanadium Drilling Program Recommences 

 Abenab, Namibia 
Targeting new discovery zone, strike and depth extensions 

 

Avonlea Minerals Limited (ASX: AVZ) (“Avonlea”) is pleased to announce the commencement today 

of its 1,400m diamond drilling program to assess the nearer surface extension of the newly discovered 

“Onyoka” vanadium zone, as well as strike and depth extensions at Avonlea’s Abenab vanadium 

prospect in northern Namibia. 

Exclusive Prosecting Licence 4416 (EPL 4416) incorporates the historically operating Abenab Mine (and 

workings) within the prospective Otavi Mountainland region, which includes mineralisation types 

analogous to the Copper-rich Tsumeb and Tschudi mines, and the lead-zinc-vanadium ores of the Berg 

Aukas mine.  

The Abenab prospect in EPL 4416 is approximately 40kms from the regional mining and mineral 

processing township of Tsumeb in northern Namibia, with strong access to power, water, roads, rail 

and labour.  

The maiden drilling program completed late in 2011, returned assay results revealing some exceptional 

vanadium (V2O5) grade and identified the new Onyoka mineralised zone, together with broad zones of 

vanadium (Pb and Zn) rich mineralisation at depth. Surveying of historical workings including tailings 

dumps together with ongoing metallurgical testing is continuing to assess the prospect potential.  

Initial independent assessments of the concentrate grades being achieved through simple gravity circuit 

separation, confirmed that course grinding (-1mm) and separation of the vanadium rich mineralisation 

over a wet table is an effective liberation process. This process essentially replicates historical process 

flow sheet recovery methods and has low processing cost and low capital expenditure requirements.  

Independent research has confirmed that typical vanadium head grade concentrates or concentrate 

“tenor” has been determined at levels of up to 3% V2O5. Both historical and recent Company 

assessment of the concentrate grades being achieved from the vanadium mineralisation at Abenab, 

ranges between18% to 21% V2O5.  

This current drilling program is expected to be completed within the current month.  

Yours Faithfully 

 

David Riekie 
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Figure 1: Commencement of Diamond Core Drilling at Avonlea’s Abenab vanadium prospect in northern Namibia. 

About Avonlea 
Avonlea Minerals Limited (ASX: AVZ) is an Australian publicly listed exploration company based in Perth, Western Australia. It operates with a board experienced in 
African exploration and corporate matters. 

AVZ through its local subsidiaries in Namibia has accumulated an exciting portfolio of Exclusive Prospecting Licences (EPL’s). The company has applied for EPL’s 
covering 9,500sq km (1,625kms remain pending) and are considered prospective for Specialty Minerals (Vanadium & Tin), Rare Earth Elements and Precious and 
Base Metals. 

AVZ announced on in December 2011 details of a JORC compliant Fe inferred Resource estimate of 693 million tonnes at 24% from its Ondjou Prospect. In addition 
the company has released details of the potential Exploration Target size of its prospect of between 2 to 3.4Bt (20 – 30%+ Fe) from this and its other Fe prospects.* 
*This exploration target mineralisation tonnage and grade is conceptual in nature as there has been insufficient exploration completed to define a Mineral Resource in 

accordance with the JORC Code (2004), and it is uncertain if further exploration will result in the determination of a Mineral Resource. 
The information in this report that related to Exploration Results, Exploration Targets, Mineral Resources or Ore Reserves is based upon information compiled by Mr 
Alex Aitken a member of the Australian Institute of Geoscientists. Mr Alex Aitken is a full time employee of the company. Mr Aitken has sufficient experience which is 

relevant to the style and mineralisation and type of deposit under consideration and to the activity which he is undertaking to qualify as a Competent persons as 
defined in the 2004 ‘Australasian Code for the Reporting of Exploration Results, Mineral Resources and Ore Reserves’. Mr Aitken has consented to the inclusion in the 
report of the matters based on his information in the form and context in which it appears. 


